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NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (NHSGGC) recognises the clinical importance of sepsis 
and the significant impact it can have on people. This sense of clinical priority is reflected in 
a number of improvements to support high quality care. These are outlined in the following 
paragraphs.   

 

The recognition and treatment of sepsis is a key programme of improvement work under the 
Scottish Patient Safety Programme. In NHSGGC this work is strategically sponsored and 
overseen by the Deteriorating Patient Steering Group which links to other organisational 
governance arrangements.  
 
The management of severe sepsis has been the subject of a section in the Therapeutics 
handbook for doctors since August 2013 edition (now available on App) in the chapter 
entitled Infection Management Guidelines,  the section entitled Severe Systemic Infections 
provides the guidance on employing the “sepsis six” in severe sepsis. 
 
Sepsis recognition is linked to the National Early Warning Score (a structured monitoring 
process to support recognition of acute deterioration in acute adult patients), which has been 
implemented in NHSGGC. 
 
There is broad education support for sepsis recognition and management, in particular it is 
taught on all Advanced Life Support courses (multi-disciplinary); on the deteriorating patient 
module for nursing staff; and incorporated into the mandatory induction module for junior 
doctors. 
 
Every year since the SPSP sepsis programme was launched we have held local awareness 
raising events for World Sepsis day. The most recent in September was in the RAH entrance 
and included raising awareness for the general public.  
 
The SPSP sepsis programme has now been extended to primary care where General 
Practices are collaborating with the Scottish Ambulance Service’s recognition of sepsis and 
seeking to create early escalation pathways so patients receive appropriate care in the 
earliest stages of illness developing.  
 
The Board has also recently written to all General Practices to promote awareness of sepsis 
guidelines (from both NICE and the UK Sepsis Trust) and to promote use of the new 
National Early Warning Score (NEWS) and Sepsis Screening App.  
 

In conclusion, NHSGGC observes a significant range of activities which are enabling a high 
degree of staff awareness. The national Scottish Patient Safety Programme (SPSP) has 
been a significant stimulus to local support arrangements as well as providing the national 
leadership framework for NHS Scotland.  
 
Whilst we have supported some activities relating to public awareness it is likely that further 
provision of public information may enable patients to seek medical care at an earlier stage 
and so limit the potential adverse effects of severe sepsis in particular.    
 
I trust this is helpful and contributes to the consideration of the petition. 


